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Advent is a four week season in preparation for Christmas. The meaning of

the word is «the time before". Time to think about what it means in our livesfor

Jesus to have come into the world.
a "

While we think of how wonderful Chnstmas is. and we think

about the familygatherings. the Christmas presents. and all the food. it is also a
time to think about Jesus. Jesus came to us with a mission. A job to do. And it is

important that we understand something about that.
First. we need to understand that we were and are a people who live in the midst
of sin. Jesus came to be among us to reveal a God who is willingto forgive us our
sins. So. we might want to think about the sin in our own livesthat keep us from a
full relationship with God. Jesus' lifeis also summed up in his death and
resurrection. Allthat pointing to the seriousness of our sin.

Advent is a time of repentance so that we can be pure when Christ comes.
That is why there are advent wreath and devotionals to prepare us spirituallyfor
Christ's coming.And there is reason for celebration. John 3:16tell us that the
reason Christ came into the world is that God loves us. and is not willingto let any

of us perish in our sins. That is a great reason to be happy about Christmas.

So that should encourage us to look around our communities and see those who
are not involvedin a church. God will put someone in your path who God wants
you to invite to church. There are people who need the lord in their livesand
there are people that our church needs here. So. be in prayer as you shop. and be

in prayer as you plan for the festivities.

But just remember that Christmas beginswith Christ.

Mission Statement

I Redan United Methodist Church is called of God to demonstrate love to

I

all people. and to make disciples for Christ through worship. witness.

and walking daily in accordance with the Word of God

Matthew 28: 19-20
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